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The Sefton Coast Plan 2017 – 2030

Summary



Our Coast is Special
The Sefton Coast is a source of inspiration for an active, inquiring and fun-loving population. 
The coast makes a huge contribution to the unique character of the borough – exciting and 
full of surprises, always changing as the winds and tides constantly influence the shape of 
the coast. Because this is such a special place the Sefton Coast Landscape Partnership has 
developed a Plan setting out how we can make the most of the Sefton Coast.

Our Plan must balance the need to maintain and improve the coastline and the habitats 
it provides with needs of communities. It must also identify how the coast can support a 
growing local economy and improve the health of our communities.

Our Vision:
Our long-term ambition is for the importance of the wonderful natural assets of the Sefton 
coast to be universally recognised and celebrated, and for the coast to be managed in a way 
which:

■ Conserves and enhances the important international, national and local network of natural
and cultural sites, habitats and species;

■ Enables local communities to benefit from sustainable economic growth and successfully
adapt to coastal and climate change; and

■ Provides long term benefits for the health and wellbeing of local communities, businesses
and visitors to our coast.

The aim of this Plan is to take stock of the challenges and opportunities that affect the people, 
landscape and economy of the coast and deliver a new vision for the Sefton Coast to 2030 
and beyond. We hope that you will take the time to consider the Plan and respond to the 
consultation so that we can hear from as broad a range of people as possible.

Some of the key reasons why we believe this plan is needed are:

Our coast is under pressure:
Our coastal habitats such as the beaches and sand dunes are under pressure. Coastal 
change is impacting on the coast especially at Formby destroying habitat making it more 
difficult for the animals and plants to survive. This will get worse in the future because of 
climate change. Our use of the coast as humans also adds pressure on the coast and this will 
increase as more houses are built and as businesses develop and grow.
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Visitors and recreation add to the pressure on the coast, we can help to manage this by 
sending the visitors to areas on the coast, gateways, which can cope better with them and 
also creating opportunities elsewhere. For new  housing and employment developments 
we will need to be confident that  there would be no harm to the coast from increases in 
recreational or visitor pressure from development.

Our coast is a wonderful place to 
enjoy and explore:
The Sefton Coast has been used and occupied by humans for over 8000 years. Features 
such as ship wrecks may last decades before they are lost to the natural processes of decay 
but others, such as the pre-historic footprints at Formby, may be exposed and lost within days 
after having remained buried for several thousand years.

The Sefton Coast has a history of recreational use of the beaches and sand dunes, from 
bathing and aviation, to more recent activities such as kite surfing and sand yachting. 
Activities such as walking and running, playing on the beach, cycling, and horse-riding tend 
to be spread widely across the coast.  Events and attractions include the Southport Air Show, 
National Musical Fireworks Championships, Antony Gormley’s “Another Place” iron men 
statues, Southport Pier, various triathlons, the Royal and Ancient ‘Open’ golf championship. 
All these recreational activities need to be carefully managed to build the capacity of the coast.

Making the most of the Sefton Coast
The Sefton Coast provides a beautiful and inspiring outdoor environment for communities and 
visitors to enjoy, with associated benefits to physical and mental health and wellbeing, for the 
local community and visitors.

The Port is very important for jobs and the local economy and it needs extra space to handle 
and move more cargo. However, Port expansion poses a number of challenges including 
relocation of a nature reserve.

Where we have coastal defences to protect us from the sea we have an opportunity to make 
these more useful, designing them to work with nature and also to provide promenades, cycle 
routes and event areas for our communities and visitors to Sefton.
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Our coast is changing, always has, 
always will.
The coast is changing, it always has done and always will. There is a history of change at the 
coast both in terms of the features on the coast and the way that humans use and live on the 
coast.  The changes add to the interest and surprises that a visit to the coast offers.

As an example, Formby Point has been eroding around its central section since around 1900 
at a rate of 3-4 metres per year. Over the same period of time, our use of the coast has 
changed from one of exploiting it for minerals, agriculture and dumping of waste products, to 
recognising and valuing it for its natural beauty.

Climate change arises because of increased greenhouse gas emissions. The impacts of 
climate change on the Sefton Coast will include sea level rise, warmer wetter winters, hotter 
drier summers and more frequent extreme and intense storms.

The natural response to coastal and climate change would be for the coast to roll back and 
habitats to change to ones more suited to the new climate. However, humans have built 
on the coast and constrained the space for the coast to roll back.  This creates a challenge 
where the coast wants to “roll inland” but it is not able to do so because of built development 
and infrastructure. We are home to a number of rare and important species and we need to 
maintain a good home for them.

We need to take a long term approach and continue to look after our coast:

The Sefton Coast Plan identifies “seven big challenges” that the Sefton Coast Landscape 
Partnership and other partners should work together to resolve in order to look after our 
coast. These challenges, in no particular order, are:

Sustainable Resources
We need to identify sources of funding that will allow us to manage the coast both now and 
into the future.

Sustainable Access
We need to identify an approach to managing visitors that avoids damage to the coast and 
our communities and helps them to enjoy their visit.
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A Dynamic Coast
We need to plan for how we will maintain and improve nature on the coast both now and into 
the future.

Not Resilient due to Increasing Pressure
We need to plan for how we can help the coast to be less sensitive to change and to recover 
from major events, such as storms, more quickly.

Investment in Infrastructure and Management
If we want to continue using the coast we need to invest in managing it and building 
infrastructure such as cycle paths, paths, roads and new visitor facilities.

Sustainable Economic Growth of the Port of 
Liverpool
The growth of the Port of Liverpool is very important for jobs and the economy, we will need to 
work with the Port to retain benefits and manage the impacts of this.

Housing and Employment Growth
We want a place where people want to live and work. The coast is an important part 
of attracting people here but we will need to manage the impacts of more people and 
development in the area.

We would like your views on this; both on how you use and value the coast, what you would 
like to see improved and on the plan itself. You can share them with us at seftoncoast.co.uk/
plan
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Contact Jayne Vincent: 
sefton.coast@sefton.gov.uk
Tel: 0151 934 3733

seftoncoast.co.uk/plan


